Imagine a place where play
inspires creativity and lifelong
learning for all children...

“The children who are appreciated for what they are... will grow up with confidences
in themselves—happy. They will have a spirit that will make the best of all the
capacities that they have, and of all the opportunities that come their way.”
—Dr. Benjamin Spock, author of “Baby and Child Care”

Finally, A Place For Everyone
The Midwest Children’s Museum is the first children’s museum
designed to be universally accessible from the ground up.
• Children of all abilities will be able to access and enjoy a wide
variety of experiences designed to spark the imagination and
encourage development.
• And their parents, grandparents, family members and
caregivers will be able to play alongside them, regardless
of special needs or limited mobility.

“Imagination is everything. It is the preview of life’s coming
attractions.”
—Albert Einstein, physicist

A New Children’s Museum
Children’s museums are unique because they provide a
safe, nurturing place for children to learn through play
and exploration in a space designed just for them. They
also provide a much-needed opportunity for families to
interact, bond and play together.
There are more than
350 children’s museums
throughout the United
States, attracting 31 million
visitors per year. Most have
an educational focus,
combining specific learning
objectives with play while
helping children of all
abilities develop and
practice essential
foundational skills.

“For 42 years, United Services
has been a pioneer in inclusive
education. We were the first in
Missouri to create classrooms
where typically developing
children and children with
special needs learn and play side
by side. We are excited about
the possibility of taking our
expertise out of the classroom
and creating a special place
where everyone can have fun
together, regardless of their
abilities.”
– Denise Liebel, President & CEO

A children’s museum is much more than a place for
recreation.
A children’s museum is many things rolled into one.
It serves as:
• A destination, attracting visitors to
experience exhibits and programs.
• A community resource, multi-purpose
event space, and source of civic pride
and identity.
• An employer, creating jobs within its
walls and in the surrounding area.
• A social service organization, helping
to meet children’s and families’ needs.
• An educational laboratory, developing,
modeling and promoting new learning
approaches.
• A bridge, enabling people with different
abilities, ages and backgrounds to learn
and play together.

“It’s so exciting that an
organization like United
Services for Children
with their deep expertise
in accessibility and
inclusion is working
to develop a museum
based on that foundation.
It will certainly be
unique among children’s
museums around the
globe.”
– Laura Huerta Migus,
Executive Director,
Association of Children’s
Museums (ACM).

Designed Like No Other
The Midwest Children’s Museum will be the first in the nation
to be fully accessible to children and adults of all abilities.
It will be unique in its design, building parental enrichment into
every activity. It will accommodate the complex sensory needs
of children with autism and other developmental disabilities.
The Midwest Children’s Museum will be a game changer.

“My son Evan was diagnosed with Angelman Syndrome
when he was three and a half. He is non-verbal, has severe
developmental delays, seizures, and sensory issues, and he
cannot walk independently. There is no place my husband
and I can take Evan and our three other children, where
we all can have fun, and Evan can participate. The Midwest
Children’s Museum would meet a real need and would be
such a gift to children and families like ours.”
– Kathryn Dudley, Endowment board member, parent of
United Services alumni, and Attorney-Paule, Camazine &
Blumenthal.

Midwest Children’s Museum
At the Midwest Children’s Museum, the campus—including
parking and entrance, indoor and outdoor spaces, exhibit and
educational areas—is designed to be universally accessible and
fun for all.

Welcome and Entry
As visitors arrive, they are welcomed by the Museum’s
eye-catching and whimsical design. The building resembles
three interlocking blocks, one serves as the museum’s entry,
one houses exhibits, and one is a home for United Services’
educational and therapeutic programs. Colorful glass bubbles
embedded in the exterior walls are illuminated at night, sparkle
by day and cast spots of light inside the building, generating
interest among visitors—and potential visitors.
As visitors enter the museum, they will know right away they
are in a place made for all families. People in wheelchairs will
be able to roll right up to any exhibit, even multi-level play
areas, so children and parents can play and stay engaged with
each other at all times.

Engaging Experiences – Indoors and Out
The museum will include a two-story indoor exhibit area, a gift shop, a
small café, a party room, and a terraced outdoor pavilion.

The United Services museum team has researched children’s
museums throughout the nation. The organization will engage
top experts in museum planning and exhibit fabrication to ensure
universal accessibility.
Because the museum is being designed with accessibility as
the primary goal, it provides the opportunity to innovate and
create approaches that are entirely new, approaches that have the
potential to be replicated in other children’s museums.
Children with disabilities and typically developing children will
play and learn side by side. Every exhibit will be designed so
that there is something
challenging and
enriching for each child,
and take special needs
and challenges
into account, like the
sensory needs of those
with autism.

Some of the features and themes we plan
to include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two-story climbing tree
Water play area
Mind splash tubes
Building and maker space
Art, drama and music areas
Grocery store
Greenhouse to garden
Calming nooks
Social/emotional area
Reading space and library
Toddler play areas
Traveling and rotating exhibits

Guests may wish to visit the gift shop
or grab a light snack. The outdoor
terrace provides a place to relax, play
and enjoy views of the park (to be
developed by the City of Lake Saint
Louis) and The Meadows.

Education Center
Since 1975, United Services has been the leader in preparing children
of all abilities to reach their full potential. It will continue to provide
early childhood education, intervention and therapy at a new
education center at the Midwest Children’s Museum.
Uncommon Grace Pediatric Therapy offers
outpatient services to help children overcome
challenges related to disabilities, injuries,
sensory issues, gross motor skills development,
language, socialization and more.
Early intervention services focus on children
with a developmental delay or disability.
Specialists work with the child and family to
develop comprehensive strategies to address
the child’s strengths and needs.
Family Support provides parent training,
referrals and resources, and a support group for
children with siblings who have a disability.
The inclusive Preschool will bring together
typically developing children and children
with special needs in an environment that
celebrates each child’s gifts.

Location, Location, Location
The museum will be located in a very visible area adjacent to
Highway 40/64 and is expected to draw visitors from St. Charles
County, the St. Louis metro area and the surrounding region. St.
Charles County is growing at a rate five times faster than the
St. Louis metro area. The county is expected to grow by 5.3
percent by 2020 and has a higher
proportion of children age 9 and
younger. This growth creates more
opportunities for family-friendly
and cultural destinations.
“This will be a fantastic amenity
for Lake Saint Louis and the
entire metro area. It will be a
great addition to the Meadows,
enhancing its reputation as an
exciting and unique destination
for residents and visitors.”
—Lake Saint Louis Mayor
Kathy Schweikert

Distinctive Destination
The Midwest Children’s Museum will be a welcome addition to The
Meadows at Lake Saint Louis, a distinctive shopping destination with
a “town center” feel, unique outdoor design, and a fabulous mix of
stores and restaurants. In addition to great shopping and dining, The
Meadows also hosts an array of great events including a farmer’s
market, concerts and family-friendly movie nights. The Meadows has
easy access to Interstate 70, Highway 40/64 and Highway 364.

Sized Just Right
A 2015 market study concluded that a children’s museum in in St. Charles
County could “achieve attendance levels similar to many successful
children’s museums.” It estimated a mid-range attendance of at least
154,000 people annually, which could be accommodated by a 40,000
square-foot museum.

Our Plan
Interactive Space			
Education & Therapy Center
Administration & Support		

36,000 square feet
12,000 square feet
7,000 square feet

Midwest Children’s Museum

55,000 square feet

Help Make it Happen
United Services, a non-profit organization, is partnering with the
City of Lake Saint Louis and Cohen Equities, the owner of The
Meadows, to make Midwest Children’s Museum a reality. The
estimated cost of the project is $25 million. United Services will
own and manage the museum, including the building and land.
Cohen Equities is offering United Services three acres at The
Meadows for the museum site, and the City of Lake Saint Louis
will develop the parcel next to it into a two-acre park.
United Services will use its current assets, including the sale of its
building on Old Mill Parkway, toward the project. United Services
is seeking $17.5 million in support from the community to make
the project a reality. It is also considering tax credits and financing
options available to nonprofit organizations.
		

United Services assets

$ 5 million

		Gifted property		$ 2.5 million
		Fund raising			$17.5 million
		

Estimated project cost

$25 million

The Children of Our Community Deserve This
At this time, United Services is seeking conditional pledges to
determine the level of community interest and commitment to
a new children’s museum in Lake Saint Louis. The organization’s
goal is to secure at least $10 million in commitments to move
forward to Phase 2.
Your participation is critical and will
help bring a much needed asset to
St. Charles County and to the greater
St. Louis region, a place where ALL
children and families can have fun,
learn and grow, together.
Gifts to United Services for
the Midwest Children’s Museum
are tax-deductible. There are many
exciting opportunities for recognition
and involvement. Contact Denise
Liebel at dliebel@unitedsrvcs.org
636-926-2700 with any questions
or to make a pledge.

www.unitedservicesforchildren.org

